CE-890 Benjamin House c.17L40, 1940

The Benjamin House is primarily a 20th Century structure but contained
within its walls if the last remmant of the early English §bakes building
tradition that once existed inm the ares, The 2 story 3 bay Blazed-header
Flemish bond brick south wall (main) is the only indicator of the early
structure other than the 1740 datestone between the twe second story
windows. Other early detsils include segmental arches over basement and
first floor windows which haw their heavy mortise and %éﬁ;#mwiﬁdsw frames.,
The datestone has the initials W-H and ¥-H slong with the 1740 date and
other smeller initials., Complete structures with these same features
exist in the Calvert area. (John Churchman House, CE=T87 and Mercer Brown

House, CE-88)
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The Benjamin House c. 1940 partially monsistes of a much
earlier house that was built in 1740 with the initials W H
and M H in a datestone on the front of the house. According
to Stanley Benjamin, the present owner, the early house was in
rather poor condition so he built a new structure while in-
corporating the old walls of the 1740 building. The roof was
removed and the gable turned to run perpendicularly to its
previous orientation. A 23 story stuccoed block, 3 bays across
by 2 bays deep was added to the north side of the earlier
section. W®he entire house was stuccoed except for the Ffirst
fleor of the seuth facade because of a single story shed porch.

The first floor is built with glazed header Fflemish bond
brick with a beveled water table. Segmental arches appear
over the first floor and basement windows. The mortise and
tenon window frames remain, however the early sash windows
have not. Between the two windows on the second floor is the
slate date stone with the initials W * H and M H and & csmaller =
initiale HuHy«® H, M H, DuHgiamd C Howlhe date-A7240 is also .
inscribed in a larger size. The datestone has a slight pediment.

The interior could not be seen but has been extensively
remodeled.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




CEL70

XY SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ——ARCHEQLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—_1400-1499 - ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—_1500-1599 ——AGRICULTURE —.ECONOMICS ——LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—-1600-1699 . ARCHITECTURE —-EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
}kﬂ 700-1799 —.ART _—ENGINEERING —MuUsSIC —THEATER
—-1800-1899 _ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER {SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1740 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although this house has been extensively altered, it still
is evident glgaaz the arigipgl house was probably a hall/parlor.
structure o tradition. ¥o other early structures
of this form remain in the area, thus making the remains of this
early., se extremely important. This house retains the earliest

date in th%ggnowigio Area, da&nd atteststo the fact
that there were early ; saéﬁl&ments in the vicinity.
The specifié architectural elements mentioned also retain
significance in tying it to similar buildings in the eastern
part of the county of similar date. (wmvzeu] THE Joitd
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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